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Support to artists

Among the support to artists, Fife Contemporary hosted a 
VACMA Surgery to help publicise the national scheme

CPD events for artists 
3 events were organised - VACMA Surgery,  led by Stephen Palmer from 
Creative Scotland; Susan Davis ran 4 one-to-one Social Media Surgeries; 
& Bruce Pert ran a How to Photograph Your Work session. 39 attended

Newsflashes
27 newsflashes went out fortnightly to a new list, created following GDPR 
in May. This has grown to 502 (average opens have increased to 52.5% & 
clicks 25.2%, well above the industry averages). Engagement to items sent 
via the new list is approximately twice as good as from the older lists, 
indicating that those who have signed up have a genuine interest.

VACMA (Artists’ Grants)
A total of 12 artists’ project grants were made, co-funded by Creative 
Scotland and Fife Council, administered by Fife Contemporary and Fife 
Cultural Trust.

General advice
Fife Contemporary was contacted by 31 artists from Fife and beyond for 
advice on a wide variety of artistic matters, including GDPR advice to 2 
organisations!

“Many thanks for the great presentation the other day;
it was very inspiring.” VACMA Surgery attendee



Fife Contemporary organised 5 exhibitions, visited by 8,568 
people; also 2 which toured, visited by 11, 041

Exhibitions & projects

NEXUS: Meetings at the Edge: Continued at Kirkcaldy Galleries, featuring 
contemporary jewellery, metalworking, textiles & ceramics. 3,798 visitors
Sept-Nov, it toured to Ruthin Craft Centre, Wales. 9,421 visitors 

Exhibit A: Fife Contemporary’s 1st exhibition at the recently opened 
Dunfermline Carnegie Library & Galleries on a ‘craft whodunnit’ theme! 
Curated by Maggie Broadley. 2,708 visitors

Fife Portraits for LGBT+ History Month 2019: Outcome of mini residency 
by photographer Jannica Honey with 2 LGBT+ youth groups in Fife. 
Resulting portraits were shown in St Andrews Town Hall; at Kangus Cafe, 
Kirkcaldy; at a special reception with the Secretary of State for Scotland 
in Edinburgh; & at a local high school so far. 2,170 visitors

Anna Chapman Parker - I sat till I could see no longer (StAnza 2019): 
A series of drawings & paintings sparked by and incorporating lines from 
the notebooks and diaries of Dorothy Wordsworth, Richard Jefferies, 
Francis Kilvert and John Clare. 1,365 visitors

REFUGIO - after Selkirk after Crusoe: Glasgow-based photographer 
Roger Palmer explores the blurring of fact with fiction between Alexander 
Selkirk & Robinson Crusoe. 147

“Grandson (aged 9) really engaged in looking at all the exhibits 
& clues to find the answers.“ Visitor to ‘Exhibit A’



Craft development

Day-long event held for makers, further online exhibition 
activity, and another Pods’ tour!

Opportunities to Connect: A conference with talks by Tom Pigeon & 
MakeWorks, as well as Creative Scotland, Craft Scotland, Cultural 
Enterprise Office, and Applied Art Scotland - plus plenty of time for 
round-table discussion. 34 attendees

Craft Pods’ Tour 2018-19: A display of colourful, 3D-printed jewellery by 
Lynne MacLachlan (also featured in Nexus) & background information 
about the artist toured Fife venues this year - 7 Fife libraries (Kirkcaldy; 
Duloch, Dunfermline; Dalgety Bay; Inverkeithing; Rosyth; Cowdenbeath; 
Lochgelly), plus 5 high schools (Viewforth, Kirkcaldy; Woodmill, 
Dunfermline; Beath, Cowdenbeath; Levenmouth Academy, Buckhaven; 
Madras College, St Andrews). 17,775 visitors

Work was started building a new microsite to host online exhibitions: 
The first exhibition would be Materialise 2019 which would become live 
in the next financial year.

“Our S1 pupils made the connection between the sculptural architectural 
work they have been doing with paper and the wearable sculptures of the 

work on show.  The pods have definitely sparked several discussions!” 
Viewforth High School art & design teacher



Participatory events & projects
19 talks & workshops, 1 work placement, 1 mini residency
Nexus - talks & workshops: 3 exhibition talks given by Diana Sykes, & 2 
jewellery workshops, led by Stefanie Cheong. 52 attendees
Fife Carers: 5 ceramics & jewellery workshops organised for adult 
carers, & 2 jewellery for Fife Young Carers (led by Carol Sinclair & Stefanie 
Cheong). 19 attendees
Summer School - senior pupils from 12 Fife school (3 days): Held again at 
Cambo Estate, 4 artists led workshops for 15 pupils.
Activities with LGBT+ Youth Groups: Craft activity stall run at Fife Pride 2 
in Kirkcaldy, helped by Madras Pride. Photographer Jannica Honey’s  mini 
residency with Flavours of Fife & Madras Pride, making portraits for LGBT+ 
History Month 2019. 31 took part
Containers’ Banner Project: 2 final year Madras College pupils researched 
uses of containers & helped design a series of banners as part of work 
placement over 6 months. Banners will tour Fife as precursor to 
Containers’ project.
Exhibit A: 2 Wound Make-up demos given by 2 Fife College students; 
crime writer Lin Anderson gave a talk (organised by ON at Fife Libraries); 
Craft Watch & Try day with Julia Complin (weaving) & Jan Hendry 
(spinning). 128 attended
REFUGIO - pre-exhibition event: Desert island workshop given to P1 & P2 
pupils at Lundin Mill Primary School, led by Marion Smith. 26 attended
I sat till I could see no longer- StAnza Poetry Festival 2019: Meet the 
Artist event with Anna Chapman Parker. 13 attendees

“I learned new techniques which will help me with my 
portfolio for university.” Attendee at Summer School 2018



Information services & digital
Digital technology continued to be used widely

Virtual Venue - www.fcac.co.uk
Traffic to Fife Contemporary’s website was up at 19,993 visits with the 
Artist Space proving most popular. 7 exhibition sheets were downloaded 
49 times; 9 craft projects 155 times; 5 education packs 10 times; and 
2 Annual Reports 4 times. The site continues to be used for event 
bookings.
Email marketing
Artists’ Newsflashes continued to be emailed fortnightly (27), and  
Programme News approximately monthly (14). A new On This Day mailing 
goes out occasionally (5). Since the creation of a single (and more 
efficient) mailing list following GDPR in May 2018, sign-ups have increased 
steadily to 502.
Social media
Engagement across all platforms has continued (despite changes to how 
activity is calculated making comparisons between years difficult): 
Facebook had 1,926 likes/2,391 follows (approx total annual reach is 
82,674, with some 4,171 actions); Twitter had 1,683 likes (with approx 
99,077 impressions & 2,321 actions). Instagram grew to 1,333 followers 
(with a reach of 28,686, impressions of 27,332 & engagement of 1,090).   
Cultural information hub (St Andrews Town Hall)
The space continues to be used primarily as a noticeboard for local & na-
tional cultural activity.

“Overloaded with GDPR requests - a telling sign of value that 
yours is the ONLY one I’ve signed back up for :)”

A satisfied mailing list signee!



Diana Sykes (Director)	
Devises programme, fundraising, liaison 
with outside organisations

Susan Davis (Programme Manager)
Administers programme, newsflashes, 
website, design, press/social 

Arlene Brown (Administrator)
Finance, Programme News, office 
management, Green Champion

Stefanie Cheong (Craft Development Officer)
Develops & manages craft projects

Fife Contemporary office
Town Hall, 
Queen’s Gardens
St Andrews, KY16 9TA
T 01334 474610 / F 01334 749880
E mail@fcac.co.uk / www.fcac.co.uk

Usual office hours: Mon-Frid 9.30am-5pm

Photos: Susan Davis, Michael Wolchover, 
Marion Smith, Madras Pride, Flavours of Fife

Fife Contemporary staff team



Looking forward
The set of 7 Containers’ banners will start touring Fife venues from early 
Summer 2019. The 2nd online exhibition to appear on Fife Contemporary’s 
new microsite, featuring Fife Portraits for LGBT+ History Month 2019, will 
become live later in the year. A much improved online archive of the or-
ganisation’s earlier history will also be ready to view.

Coming Up....

Lines from Scotland: curated by Amanda Game, the exhibition will explore 
some of the many, varied ways that Scottish artists work/have worked 
with drawing and physical acts of mark making as a way of developing 
and communicating thoughts and ideas. It will open at St Andrews 
Museum in late Autumn and move early in 2020 to Dunfermline Carnegie 
Library & Galleries, before a short tour. 
(Image: detail of ‘St Andrews Looking West’, W. Barns-Graham; 
© Wilhelmina Barns-Graham Trust; photo Bruce Pert) 

Fife Carers’ Collection Project : an amibitious project working with Fife 
carers is due to begin in the autumn.


