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Mike Delaitre and Simon Whatley at Scottish Wood, Fife, November 2025. Photo by Fife Contemporary. 

Fife Contemporary announce commissioned artist for an 
exciting new collaboration with Fife African and 
Caribbean Network 
This collaborative project sees Fife Contemporary supporting a new commission for an 
artist-designed bench for Fife. The bench has been proposed by Fife African and 
Caribbean Network to support better and more positive communication between 
communities and individuals as well as to develop the skills of a Fife-based artist and 
maker of African or Caribbean descent. 

The commission opportunity has been awarded to Burntisland artist and musician, Mike 
Delaitre. Mike will bring his creative verve and personal passions and experiences to the 
design and construction of the bench. Throughout the project he will be supported to 
develop design and craft skills by furniture artist and designer, Simon Whatley, based at 
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Edinburgh Open Workshop. He will also be connected to and mentored by members of the 
network. 

Fife African and Caribbean Network (FACN) is an informal membership organisation of 
people of African and Caribbean heritage who live in Fife. The group proposed the bench 
to act as a path to belonging to bring people together Fife-wide through an increased 
sense of community and understanding. It offers the possibility to have conversations with 
a stranger, and to ask questions of each other with a mind open to understanding more.  

Founder of the Network, Nony Mordi, comments “Finding out about each other and our 
different experiences and cultures is a positive way to connect and break down barriers. 
Fife African and Caribbean Network are looking for a bench that will celebrate this and 
bring people across Fife together.” 

Furniture artist Simon Whatley said “I am delighted to be part of this project; a concept 
inspired by FACN’s desire to create a space for strangers to meet and converse - providing 
the opportunity to gain mutual understanding, respect for each other's cultural 
differences, to build trust and the ability to recognise our common humanity. Design is a 
powerful tool to address the challenges of our time, and this project is a vehicle for 
progressing social harmony in Fife." 

Mike Delaitre at Scottish Wood, Fife, November 2025. Photo by Fife Contemporary. 

Commissioned artists Mike Delaitre has also commented on his inspiration for the project 
“I am very blessed and grateful to have been selected to be part of this journey. As an 
African musician and artist, I will use the energy of Nyabinghi to accompany me on this 
new journey. Nyabinghi is known as the rhythm and the movement of the heart - with an 
open heart and open communication, I look forward to the creation of the bench and the 
conversations it will encourage. I am excited to collaborate with Fife Contemporary, Simon 
Whatley and the Fife African and Caribbean Network.” 

 



 
Mike Delaitre and Simon Whatley at Scottish Wood, Fife, November 2025. Photo by Fife Contemporary. 

Mike and Simon have begun their journey to create the bench with a visit to Scottish 
Wood near Oakley in West Fife. It is hoped that the project will support them and many 
other local businesses. The bench, which is also being supported by partnerships with 
OnFife and Edinburgh Open Workshop, is due to be completed in Spring 2026. It will 
launch at Adam Smith Theatre and then tour libraries, schools and other community 
spaces across Fife; encouraging further safe and open conversations between strangers.  

 

---ENDS--- 

Further Information  

Fife Contemporary www.fcac.co.uk  

Connect on social media at: facebook.com/fifecontemp, instagram.com/fifecontemp, 
youtube.com/fifecontemporary and linkedin.com/company/11584739 
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For further information images and interview requests please contact Fife Contemporary through 
mail@fcac.co.uk  

Photography 

Photography available via this link courtesy of Fife Contemporary.  
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/mmj83wif64d6bzw8xtgdu/AFOHptM3EqWT4GC63r3lEzM?rlkey=6p1
hdzmytar002tvs571re7tz&st=me7v7uiq&dl=0 

Further examples can be shared on request. 
 

-----------  
 

 
Mike Delaitre and Simon Whatley with Willow at Scottish Wood, Fife, November 2025. Photo by Fife Contemporary 

 
About Fife Contemporary Fife Contemporary produces high quality public exhibitions, programmes 
and activities with partners across Fife, as well as supporting artists to develop and extend their 
practice, and to create and exhibit new visual art and craft projects. Our work with communities 
facilitates engagement between artists and audiences, enriching the experiences of all. 

About Fife African and Caribbean Network Fife African-Caribbean Network (FACN) is a new 
community initiative with the vision of informing, inspiring and empowering the African-Caribbean 
people of Fife in their everyday lives. FACN also creates moments for cultural sharing and getting 
together across communities. 

About Edinburgh Open Workshop A fully equipped wood, metal, paint, and textiles workshop, with 
courses and support when you need it. As a multi-arts hub our community of makers brings people 
across a wide range of creative disciplines, with a variety of skills and interests into close quarters, 
fostering development and collaboration, providing resources and support to hobbyists, freelancers 
and creative companies. https://www.edinburghopenworkshop.co.uk/  
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Further Supporters: 

About Scottish Wood Suppliers of quality Scottish hardwoods and premium softwood with a 
Sawmill and Timber-shop. Based in Inzievar Wood, Fife, Scottish Wood was founded by Jim Birley 
with his late wife Maggie, 20 years ago.  Scottish Wood has been dedicated to encouraging 
collaboration within the hardwood and forestry sectors. It is environmentally aware and socially 
conscious organisation, open to all. https://www.scottishwood.co.uk/ . We are grateful to Scottish 
Wood for allowing us to photograph Mike and Simon on their visit to the timber shop. 

About ONFife The completed bench will tour libraries, arts and community venues run by OnFife. 
OnFife (Fife Cultural Trust) is a registered charity and manages and operates theatres, libraries, 
museums and galleries and cultural partnerships on behalf of Fife Council for people living, working 
and visiting Fife. www.onfife.com. 

Support This project is supported with a grant from the William Grant Foundation. 

-------------------- 

Artist Biographies 

Mike Delaitre Artist, singer and songwriter, Mike Delaitre is from the Indian Ocean island of Mauritius, an 
island of sun, warmth and colour. With his roots in reggae, Mike’s music is a fusion of influences from 

Mauritius and beyond. He is also a film-maker whose work has been supported by Creative Scotland. 
Currently based in Scotland UK, Mike continues a journey to bring colour and warmth to people's hearts. 

Simon Whatley From his origins as an architect Simon James Whatley comes to the medium of craft via a 
multitude of previous experiences. Sustainable architecture and design, regeneration and community arts 
and therapeutic horticulture. He is committed to the sustainable sourcing of materials and to British craft 
manufacture, having created bespoke furniture for private clients and businesses in Edinburgh and London 
in collaboration with independent artisan makers. 
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