Visual Artists and Crafts Award Scheme: Fife in partnership with Creative Scotland
Guidelines 2011-12

Definition of ‘craft’ within this scheme:

Contemporary creative work conceived, designed and made by individual practitioners, in ceramics, furniture and wood, glass, jewellery and metalwork, lettering, musical instruments, textiles and basketmaking.

Purpose of Scheme:

This scheme awards grants to individual visual/craft artists living or based in Fife to help them develop their creative practice.  This could be for:

· research (eg travel and accommodation; exploring collaboration with other visual/craft artists)

· developing skills (eg costs of attending training courses or a conference)

· creating new work (could include materials or a piece of equipment)

· presenting and marketing work (eg towards exhibition costs – display equipment, interpretation, transport;  attending a trade fair; exhibition costs; marketing to develop new markets)

· devising a contemporary art project with a community group which will further your career skills and development

Criteria:

Successful applicants will have demonstrated a level of commitment to their practice and have achieved a body of work out with formal education.

Applicants will be assessed against the following criteria:

· the expected impact of the financial support on the applicant's creative development 

· the quality of the applicant's work

· the clarity of purpose behind the submission and reasons given for applying for an award (written proposal)

· the relationship of the proposal to current work

· the quality of the supporting material supplied (CV, visual material)

The award panel will also consider how the application will broadly benefit the artistic community of Fife and how it might contribute to cultural life in Fife. 

Who can apply:

· The scheme is open to Fife based visual/craft artists, living or based in Fife. 

· Applicants may be of any age and at any stage of their career, but must be out of full time education. 

Exclusions:

· Funding will not be awarded retrospectively

· Funding will not be awarded to students in full time education
· Funding cannot be awarded for business start-up costs
· Artists cannot apply to THIS award scheme and Creative Scotland for support for the same project.

· Artists cannot apply to the THIS award scheme and the Dundee Visual/Craft Artists Award Scheme (for which some Fife based artists may be eligible) for the same project

· Artists may not apply to THIS award scheme in the same financial year as receiving an award from Creative Scotland Artists Awards Schemes

· Artists may not apply to THIS award scheme in the same financial year as receiving an award from the Dundee VAA Scheme
Funds available:

Awards are available for between £500 and £1500;  most are between £500 and £750 as the overall fund available for the scheme remains the same as in previous years.  Artists are encouraged to request a sum appropriate to their project and not expect to receive the maximum grant available.  After an applicant has had 2 successful applications, they must leave a gap of 2 years before applying for a 3rd grant.  The number and size of grants made will be dependent upon applications received.  The awards panel reserves the right to offer a different amount to that requested.

Deadlines:

There are two deadlines for applications:

Friday 18 November 2011 and Friday 10 February 2012
How to apply:

Please read the guidelines carefully.

Please download the TWO application forms (Community Grants Scheme Individual Application Form & Arts Grants Supplementary Questions) from Fife Council, Fife Contemporary Art & Craft, or ON at Fife websites:

· www.fifedirect.org.uk/culturegrant 
· www.fcac.co.uk/artist_resource/grants_and_funding
· http://www.onfife.com/artists-awards-scheme
OR 

Ask for one copy of each to be posted/emailed to you by phoning Gordon Hynd (01592 583334).

· Return BOTH completed forms by the deadlines stated above.  Applications that arrive after the deadline date will not be considered.

· The form may be typed or hand-written.  If hand-written, it should be completed legibly in black ink.  

· Completed application forms must be signed by the applicant.

· If completing the form on your own word processing system, please ensure that the format remains the same.  

· Remember to include supporting visual material (of work made in the last 18 months), CV, & if applying for equipment, 2 written quotes.

· Original artwork will not be accepted as support to any application.

Applications & supporting material should be sent to:

Gordon Hynd

Housing & Communities, Fife Council, Rothesay House, Glenrothes, KY7 5PQ

Successful applicants will be expected to 
· complete their project and submit an end  of project report to Gordon Hynd by the end date given on their application
· credit the Scheme on any publicity including the Creative Scotland, Fife Council, FCA&C and ON at Fife logos
· submit a copy of any publicity produced as a result of the project
· agree for images of their project to be used by CS, FC, FCA&C and ON at Fife on their website or on any publicity produced relating to the Scheme
 
Other arts grants available:

· Culture Grant (see Fife Council’s website or phone 01592 583334)
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